BEC REFLECTION PAPER – APRIL 2011
Deepening Our Discipleship – Discipleship Towards Mission As A Family

 MISSION AND PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL
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Introduction:

When we are baptized into the Catholic Faith, we become the disciples of Jesus Christ. As we advance in age, wisdom and experience, we need to deepen our discipleship. As such our lives should be witness or proclamation that we are followers of Jesus.

Aim: 
The purpose of this paper is that we may become more aware of and understand better about proclamation of the Gospel and evangelization and to bring about the realization that every baptized person has a mission and duty to proclaim the Gospel.

Hymn :      A torch we carry high
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                 Chorus: 

A torch we carry high,


               

O lord, over land and sea,



               
It beams its message far,



               
Till all men in your honour cry.



                
AL - LE - LU – IA

	1. Your call rings in us all,

Your messengers are we,

To bring the light, that all

In darkness, now may see.
	2. Your choice bids us to you,

We thank you for your trust,

O give us strength of soul.

O thrill us through and through.


I.  LOOK AT LIFE
Let us read about some of the things said/written about proclamation of the Gospel and Evangelisation.
a)  “If you want to know anything about the bible, go talk to the priest.”

       (someone who finds reading the bible difficult. )

b)   “Church exists to evangelize and the mission of the Church is entrusted not only 
      to the Bishops, the priests and the religious, but to all Christians.”
      (The Herald, quoting a bishop in India.)

c)   Proclamation is “the communication of the Gospel message, the mystery of 
      salvation realized by God for all in Jesus  Christ by the power of the Spirit. It is 
      an invitation to commitment of faith in Jesus Christ and to entry through baptism 
      into the community of believers which is the Church. It is the foundation centre 
      and summit of evengelisation. “

      (Dialogue and Proclamation #10)

d)   Evangelisation mission is “ to bring the Good News into all areas of humanity, 
      and through its impact, to transform that humanity from  within, making it new .”     

      (Evangelii Nuntiandi, 18)

Reflection:
· Share an experience where you have received an inspiration from the Gospel who was the instrument and how has it affected your life ?

· Have you proclaimed or share the Good News that you received?  When? To whom and how?
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II.  LISTEN TO GOD




                             Mt 28, 16 – 20    
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nation, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’

· Pick out words or phrases from the text. Say them aloud prayerfully three times with a pause in between each repetition.

· Now take 2 minutes  of silence to listen to the Word the Lord wants to speak to you in your heart.

· Share on the word/ phrases that touched you.

III.  LIVE IN LOVE… as BEC members

Reflect and ponder on the following :

[image: image4.jpg]


 a.   “Ignorance of scriptures is ignorance of Christ.”
 b.   A Poem:              



You are writing a Gospel



    A chapter each day



By the deeds that you do,



    And the words that you say,



Men read what you write,



    If it’s false or it’s true.



Now what is the Gospel



    According to you?

· What can we do to carry out our duty and mission to proclaim the Gospel?

· What are the teachings of Christ that I can and will try to share with others?

CLOSING:  Go forth and proclaim the good news (Psalm 95: May be sung or recited)
	

Antiphon :
Go forth and proclaim the good news,





Making all nation my disciples,





Praise to the Lord! Amen!



	1. O sing a new song to the lord,

    Sing to the Lord all the earth,

    O sing to the Lord, bless his name.

2. Proclaim his help day by day,

    Tell among the nation his glory,

    And his wonders among all the people.


	3.  The Lord is great and worthy of praise,

     To be feared above all gods,

     The gods of the heathens are nought.

4.  It was the Lord who made heavens,

     His are majesty and state of power,

     And splendor in his holy place.




