Deepening Our Discipleship – Discipleship Towards  Mission As A Family

BEC REFLECTION PAPER – AUGUST 2011
YOUTH IN MISSION 
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Introduction:  The youth are a very important part of the Church and a Listening Church has to be close to their lives through dialogue and ministering so as to enable them to reach out to each other and the world of youth in general (Peninsular Malaysia Pastoral Convention II).
Aim:  To realise that BECs have to help nurture and support the mission of the youth.
Opening Hymn:
Thank you, Lord.
 

	


Chorus:



 But it goes against the way I am




 To put my human nature down




 And let the Spirit take control of all I do




 ‘Cause when those trials come




 My human nature shouts the things to do




 And God’s soft prompting can be easily ignored.



	1. I thank You Lord

For the trials that come my way

In that way I can grow each day

As I let You lead

And I thank you Lord

For the patience those trials bring

In the process of growing I can learn to care.


	2. Yes, I thank You Lord

For the victory that growing brings

In surrender of everything

Life is so worthwhile

And I thank You, Lord

That when everything’s put in place

Out in front I can see your face

And it’s where you belong (3x)




I.  LOOK AT LIFE
At the end of last year, a BEC in Kuala Lumpur organised a one-day retreat for its youth. The aim of the retreat was to build a sense of communion among the young people and to encourage them to become more involved in the BEC. 

More than 25 young people, between the ages 16-24 years, participated in the retreat. It was day of fun as well as serious reflection on what it means to be a disciple of Christ and members of a Christian community. In the last session, the topic of BEC came up. Here, the young people were asked to respond to the question “Why do young people keep away from BEC gatherings?” 

The participants were placed in small groups and each member of the group was asked to give his or her views. Then, a member of each group was invited to present the responses to all who were present at the retreat. At the conclusion of the presentations, the participants and those present discussed what could be done to encourage more young people to attend BEC gatherings.
Reflect and respond:

· In general, are young people keeping away from BEC gatherings? If yes, what are some of the reasons why they do so? What are some of the obstacles?
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II.  LISTEN TO GOD





     Mat 14: 22 – 33
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Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land,* for the wind was against them. 25And early in the morning he came walking towards them on the lake. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified, saying, ‘It is a ghost!’ And they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, ‘Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.’
28Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.’ 29He said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came towards Jesus. 30But when he noticed the strong wind,* he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, ‘You of little faith, why did you doubt?’ 32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’ 
· Pick out words or short phrases from the text. Say them aloud prayerfully three times with a pause in between each repetition.

· Now take two minutes of silence to listen to the Word the Lord wants to speak to you in your heart.

· Share on the word/ phrases that touched you.
III.   LIVE IN LOVE
· As a BEC, what can we do to ‘listen’ to the young people in our community and help support and nurture them in their mission? 

· What can we concretely do to encourage and invite young people to participate in BEC gatherings or activities?
Closing Hymn: 
SONG OF A YOUNG PROPHET  (B.43)
	

Chorus:



Oh the Word of my Lord, deep within my being.



Oh the Word of my Lord, you have filled my mind.


	Before I formed you in the womb, 
I knew you thru' and thru'
I chose you to be mine.
Before you left your mother's side
I called to you my child to be my sign.  

	I know that you are very young
But I will make you strong
I'll fill you with my Word.
And you will travel through the land
Fulfilling my command which you have learned.  


 

 
