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TELLING THE STORY OF JESUS 
IN AND THROUGH SUFFERING AND SICKNESS
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FOCUS:  In spite of our suffering and sickness
we are called to tell the story of Jesus by word 
and action.
HYMN – God Gives His People Strength


1. LOOK AT LIFE
An eighty five-year-old woman was being 
interviewed on her birthday. What advice 
would she have for people her age, the 
reporter asked.

“Well,” said the old dear, “at our age it is very important to keep using all our potential or it dries up. It is important to be with people and, if it is possible to earn one’s living through service. That’s what keeps us alive and well.”

“May I ask what exactly you do for a living at your age?”

 “I look after an old lady in my neighborhood,” was her unexpected, delightful reply.
REFLECTION:

2. LISTEN TO GOD 
OD
Scripture reading (1 Peter 4:12-19)

My dear people do not be surprised that you are being tested by fire. It is not an unusual occurrence. Instead ,you should be glad to share in the sufferings of Christ because, on the day his glory is revealed, you will also fully rejoice .You are fortunate if you fully rejoice .You are fortunate if you are insulted because of the name of Christ, for the Spirit of glory rests on you. I suppose that none of you should suffer for being a murderer, a thief, a criminal or an informer; but if anyone suffers on account of being a Christian, do not consider it a disgrace; rather let his name bring Glory to God.

The time of judgment has come and it begins with God’s household. If its beginning so affects us, what will be the end of those who refuse to believe in the gospel? If the just one is barely saved, what will happen to the sinner and unbeliever? So, then, if you suffer according to God’s will, entrust yourself to the faithful Creator and continue to do good.
REFLECTION:

3. LIVE IN LOVE

a)   Discuss & decide during this month how as BEC we can do good for someone who is sick or 
      suffering?
b)   Intercessory Prayer – Spend some time now offering prayers aloud for those who are sick or 
      suffering.
HYMN – What a friend we have in Jesus
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CLOSING PRAYER


Prayer for Evangelisation Through Liturgy





Gracious and loving Father,


through the Gospel and the Eucharist


bring your people together in the Holy Spirit


the persuasive power for Evangelisation,


and guide us with your unfailing grace


through the prayer and presence of Mary


in “telling the story of Jesus”


so that we may truly renew the face of the earth


as we “come and see, go and tell and celebrate.”


You who live and reign with your Son


and the Holy Spirit,


one God, for ever and ever. Amen








OPENING PRAYER





Dear Lord of Mercy and Father of Comfort, 


As we gather together as one family we specially offer this prayer for all of us who are suffering and sick in one way or another


You are the One we turn to for help in moments of weakness and times of need. We ask you to be with your servants in our suffering & illnesses. Psalm 107:20 says that you send out your Word and heal. So then, please send your healing Word to all of us. In the name of Jesus, drive out all physical, mental & spiritual pain and sicknesses from our bodies. 


Dear Lord, we ask you to turn this weakness into � HYPERLINK "http://christianity.about.com/od/prayersverses/a/Strength-Bible-Verses.htm" �strength�, suffering into compassion, sorrow into joy, and pain into � HYPERLINK "http://christianity.about.com/od/prayersverses/a/Comforting-Bible-Verses.htm" �comfort�. May your servants trust in your goodness and hope in your faithfulness, even in the middle of this suffering. Let us be filled with patience and joy in your presence as we wait for your healing touch. 


Please restore your people to full health, dear Father. Remove all � HYPERLINK "http://christianity.about.com/od/prayersforspecificneeds/a/copingwithfear.htm" �fear� and doubt from our hearts by the power of your � HYPERLINK "http://christianity.about.com/od/topicalbiblestudies/a/whoisholyspirit.htm" �Holy Spirit�, and may you, Lord, be glorified through his life. 


As you heal and renew us, Lord, may we bless and praise you. 


All of this we pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.


Amen. 











Having read the above story, share how the 85 years old lady told the story of Jesus?








DISCIPLESHIP TOWARDS EVANGELIZATION





Illness and suffering have always been among the gravest problems confronted in human life. In illness, man experiences his powerlessness, his limitations and his finitude. Every illness can make us glimpse death. (CCC1500)


Illness can lead to anguish, self-absorption, sometimes even despair and revolt against God. It can also make a person more mature, helping him discern in his life what is not essential so that he can turn toward that which is. Very often illness provokes a search for god and return to him. (CCC1501)


Christ invites his disciples to follow him by taking up their cross in their turn. By following him they acquire a new outlook on illness and the sick. Jesus associates them with his own life of poverty and service. He makes them share in his ministry of compassion and healing:  “So they went out and preached that men should repent. And they cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many that were sick and healed them” (CCC1506)





1. God gives his people strength.


    If we believe in his way,


    He swift to repay


    All those who bear the burden of the day


    God gives his people strength





2. God gives his people hope.


    If we but trust in his word,


    Our prayers are always heard.


    He warmly welcomes any one who’s erred


    God gives his people hope.





3 .God gives people peace.


    When sorrow fills us to the brim,


    And courage grows dim;


    He lays to rest our restless in him.


    God gives his people peace

















What a friend we have in Jesus,


     All our sins and griefs to bear;


     What a privilege to carry


     Ev’ry thing to God in pray’r


     Oh, what peace we often forfeit,


     Oh,what needless pain we bear


     All because we do not carry


     Ev’rything to God in pray’r.





2.  Have we trials and temptations?


     Is there trouble anywhere?


     We should never be discouraged,


     Take it to the Lord in pray’r


     Can we find a friend so faithful,


     Who will all our sorrows share?


     Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness


     Take it to the Lord in pray’r





Are we weak and heavy laden,


Cumbered with a load of care?


Precious Saviour still our refuge,


            Take it to the Lord in Pray’r


            Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?


            Take it to the Lord in pray’r.


            In his arms He’ll take and shield thee,


            Thou wilt find a solace there
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