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Deepening Our Discipleship – Discipleship Towards Mission As A Family

 FAMILY IN MISSION
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Introduction: 

The family is the unit of society. The family finds in the plan of God, its dentity and its mission. The role the family is derived from what the family is, i.e. a living reflection of the  love of God  for humanity and the love of Christ for the Church.

Aim:

This serve as a reminder that family members, as a whole, take an active part towards the well-being of society and the world we live in.

Hymn:  In God’s family

	

Chorus:
And we are delighted, that we are

  



united, into God's own family.





And we are delighted, that we are

  



united, into God's own family.



	1. We are happy Christians all united in 

the Lord

    We belong to one family.

Jesus Christ has chosen us to carry 

on His life

    Over every land and sea.

    From the north and from the south,

    and from the east and the west

    He has called us all together


	2. Now as Christians we must try to   

    live the Gospel life

    Living in simplicity

We will share the goods we have 

with everyone 

in need, such is Christ-like 

charity

We are grateful that God called 

us to this way of life

    in the footsteps of our Saviour.


I.  LOOK AT LIFE
Below are three scenarios. Study them and reflect on them.

A. Neighbourhood N in Estate Harmony recently is threatened by an increase of snatch thieves. Many became the victims. During my Area Meeting, a leader suggested the families there to form a team to go on rounds in the estate. Many families were involved.  

B. John and his family have an old couple as neighbours. Recently they noticed both of them didn’t come out for walks as usual. John and his wife, Mary, decided to pay them a visit. They found out that Mr. Ho had a fall a few weeks back so Mrs. Ho needed to take care of him. Mrs. Ho herself also was not so well. Seeing their situation, John and family decided to go over on the weekends to help to do the cleaning up. In the meantime, Mary offered to cook for them as they had been on bread and instant noodles. They also tried  to contact the welfare departments.

C. Jo stayed in a flat where about several units belonged to a factory. The foreign workers especially those from Myanmar stayed there. Jo always made an effort to talk to them and sent them food and cookies during festival times. One day, one of the girls, Thiti, came to see her. She was crying when she poured out her problems as she seemed abused by her immediate employer. Jo decided to refer her to the Office of Human Development (OHD) of

 the parish to follow up the case. 

Reflection

· Have you ever heard or experienced a similar situation?

· What can the family do to reach out to people in need?

· In what way, the family can be missionaries in local situations?

[image: image2.jpg]


II.  LISTEN TO GOD
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#42 The family as the first and vital cell of society

The family is the foundation of society. It is linked to society and nourishes it through its role of service to life.

#43 Family life as an experience of communion and sharing

· The experience of communion and sharing (“free giving”) is the family’s most important contribution to society.

· The family gives a person awareness of his/her  dignity, richness of humanity and a place in society.

Adapted from the Encyclical ‘ FAMILIARIS CONSORTI’O by Pope John Paul II on ‘The Christian Family in the Modern World’ (Summary Document)’)
Reflection:  Share what strike you from the passage above.
III.  LIVE IN LOVE
As a family, think of a concrete action as a family to be the yeast in the neighbourhood.
Hymn:  The Baker Woman
	1. The Baker woman in her humble lodge

received a grain of wheat from God. 
For nine whole months the grain she stored. 

Behold the handmaid of the Lord. 
Make us the bread, Mary, Mary 
Make us the bread, we need to be fed. 


	2. The Baker woman took the road which led

To Bethlehem the house of bread. 
To knead the bread she laboured through the night

And brought it forth about midnight. 
Bake us the bread, Mary, Mary 
Bake us the bread, we need to be fed. 
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