Deepening Our Discipleship – Discipleship Towards  Mission As A Family

BEC REFLECTION PAPER – SEPTEMBER 2011
CATECHESIS FOR MISSION
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Introduction:  “Basic Ecclesial Communities are a sign of the "Church's vitality". The disciples of Christ gather together in them so as to hear the word of God, to develop fraternal bonds, to celebrate the Christian mysteries in their lives and to assume responsibility for transforming society. In Basic Ecclesial Communities… Catechesis must strive to deepen community life so as to ensure a basis for the Christian life of the faithful, without which Basic Christian Communities lack stability” (General Directory for Catechesis, nos. 263-264).
Aim:  To realise that catechesis can help BECs build communion and become more involved in mission.
Hymn:   Everybody Ought To Know 
	


Chorus:
Everybody ought to know! 






Everybody ought to know!






Everybody ought to know 






who Jesus is!



	He’s the lily of the valley

He’s the bright and morning star!

He’s the fairest of ten thousand

Everybody ought to know! (Chorus)
	On the cross he died for sinners

And his blood makes white as snow.

Loving, living, caring Saviour

He’s the one you ought to know! (Chorus)


I.  LOOK AT LIFE
Catholics living in Taman Cantik had come together for their monthly BEC gathering. During the discussions, Henry, one of those attending the gathering commented, “I don’t know why the theme ‘Catechesis for Mission’ was chosen for this month’s reflection. It has nothing to do with us. The Sunday Schools teachers should be the ones discussing this topic at their meeting.”

On hearing this, Shirley, who is a Catechist in the parish said, “I don’t agree with you, Henry. This topic is also important for us at the BEC. Are you not aware that catechesis is taking place at our gatherings, especially when we use the monthly Reflection Paper? When we reflect and discuss on contents, we are doing catechesis.” 

“I agree with Shirley”, said Tony.  “The Church teaches us that catechesis should not only take place in the parish but also in homes, BECs, church groups, schools and other appropriate places. The question we have to ask ourselves is, in our BEC how seriously are we taking our reflections and discussions. And how often do we act upon what we discuss at these gatherings? Sometimes we can talk and talk but do nothing after that. In fact, what we discuss here should prompt us to carry out our mission as Catholics.” 
Reflect and respond:

· What do you think about the comments made by Henry, Shirley and Tony respectively?

· How has the sharing during BEC gatherings helped you grow in your faith? Give examples.
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II.  LISTEN TO GOD





           Mat 21: 28 – 32
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‘What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, “Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” 29He answered, “I will not”; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The father* went to the second and said the same; and he answered, “I go, sir”; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?’ They said, ‘The first.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, the tax-collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you.’
· Pick out words or short phrases from the text. Say them aloud prayerfully three times with a pause in between each repetition.

· Now take two minutes of silence to listen to the Word the Lord wants to speak to you in your heart.

· Share on the word/ phrases that touched you.
III.   LIVE IN LOVE
· What should we do to encourage more people to participate in the sharing and discussions during the BEC gatherings? Give examples.
Hymn:   Seek Ye First The Kingdom 
	


Chorus:





Alleluia!  Alleluia! Alleluia!  





Allelu! Alleluia!



	1.  Seek ye first the kingdom of God

     And His righteousness

     And all these things shall be added unto 
     you 

     Allelu! Alleluia!


	3.   Where two or three are gathered in my 
      name

      There am I in the midst

      And whatsoever ye shall ask I will do

      Allelu! Alleluia! 


	2.  Man shall not live by bread alone

     But by every word

     That proceeds from the mouth of God

     Allelu! Alleluia! 
	4.   Ask, and it shall be given unto you

      Seek and ye shall find:

      Knock and it shall be opened unto you

      Allelu! Alleluia! 
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